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features of the old order appeared almost unchanged, yet under the pressure of economic and social forces they were gradually superseded by relationships of a novel type, a process which was to gain momentum in the decades to come. Reflecting in the late 1890's on the slow rate of progress of Russian capitalism, Professor Tugan-Baranovsky, an eminent and thoughtful historian, ascribed it to nekulturnost (a term of which Russians are fond, meaning literally "lack of culture/' but better translated, perhaps, as "crudeness" or "lack of cultural tradition and civilized habits"). The capitalist evolution of the tsarist empire was still too little advanced to warrant broad generalization, nor should it be forgotten that the birth of modern society has been, in every country, difficult and painful. Tugan-Baranovsky's observation, nevertheless, is suggestive and fruitful, and it helps to explain not only the period he wrote about but other phases of Russian history as well.